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On Thursday, September 18, Junius Heights Historic 
District (JHHD) is participating once more in North Texas 
Giving Day, an online giving extravaganza for our entire 
region. Last year, we were part of the success as 
Communities Foundation of Texas brought together over 
3,000 local nonprofits to raise $68.3 million for our 
communities. Now in its 17th year, it is the largest 
regional fundraising event in the nation.

In 2024, JHHD raised close to $5,000 to improve the 
quality of life in our neighborhood, the largest historic 
district in Dallas. “It’s that time of year again to come 
together to continue our community-building efforts,” 
said NTGD Committee Chair Brian Jackson. Hardworking 
committee members include Noel Aveton, Beth Newman, 
Mark Reeves, Kendall Scudder, and Mark Wootton. 

JHHD supports our neighborhood schools, beautifies and 
maintains our parks, represents our neighborhood to the 
City of Dallas, informs neighbors of Junius Heights 
happenings, and sponsors events throughout the year. 
“With your help, we hope to raise $7,500 this North 
Texas Giving Day,” Jackson added. 

Your donation will support several JHHD objectives:
   • Streetcar Support & Awareness – Restore our historic 
      streetcar and help secure it a permanent home.
   • JHHD Community General Fund – Expand safety 
      patrols, support schools, parks, and our library.
   • Neighborhood Beautification Fund – Trees, signage, 
      planters, and clean-up days.

TAKE A SATURDAY STROLL THROUGH THE HISTORY & CHARM OF JUNIUS HEIGHTS
This year we are celebrating our 17th Annual Junius 
Heights Home Tour Event and Vendor Fair on Saturday, 
October 18 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Now named the Saturday Stroll, this exciting event will bring 
you through two beautiful gardens, three charming porches 
with live music, and three historic homes. The Junius Heights 
Historic District is excited to introduce the new name to 
reflect the exciting new format of this beloved event.
 
Join us at the Lakewood Branch Library at 6121 Worth 
Street to experience Artisan Alley where you can enjoy 
local artisans, music, refreshments, food trucks, a 
children’s area, and shop for your official 2025 Junius 
Heights merchandise.

Tickets can be collected or purchased at either the 
Lakewood Public Library or at the three homes on tour. 
The raffle will be returning this year with some exciting 
prizes, so be sure to purchase your raffle tickets at one of 
the three houses! The winning tickets will be drawn at the 
After-Tour Celebration – you don’t want to miss it.

We will have limited transportation for attendees who 
need a ride between stops, so be on the lookout and hop on!

– Zan Farrow

FOLLOW US AT JUNIUSHEIGHTS.ORG | FACEBOOK.COM/JUNIUSHEIGHTS | INSTAGRAM.COM/JUNIUSHEIGHTSHISTORICDISTRICT

GIVE WHERE YOU LIVE ON NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY
Here’s how you can contribute: Think locally on Third 
Thursday, September 18 and make a donation at 
NorthTexasGivingDay.org/JuniusHeights. Meet your 
neighbors at the Garden Café at 6 p.m. to celebrate!

Can’t make it September 18? No worries. Early giving starts 
August 28 at NorthTexasGivingDay.org/JuniusHeights

Whether you give $10 or $100, every dollar helps make 
Junius Heights safer, greener, and more vibrant.

– Martha Heimberg
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT BRINGS NEIGHBORS TOGETHER AT WILLIS WINTERS PARK
National Night Out is an annual event where local 
organizations and neighbors gather to build camaraderie 
and promote police-community relationships. JHHD joins 
the Dallas Police Department and Fire Station #19 along 
with the Friends of Willis Winters Park and the Juliette 
Fowler community to host the event. They are joined by 
neighborhood groups from Hollywood-Santa Monica, 
Mount Auburn, and Munger Place. The event will be held on 
Tuesday, October 7 from 5-7 p.m. at Willis Winters Park 
Pavilion, at Columbia Avenue and Juliette Fowler Street. 

National Night Out offers a fun opportunity for families, 
friends, and neighbors to mingle and get to know each 

other. Attractions will 
include a fire truck,
helicopter fly-by,
police car, canine unit, 
balloon artist, face 
painter, and a DJ. Hot
dogs, snow cones, and
a dog treat and water 
station will be available.
There will also be opportunities to meet and greet with 
police, first responders, and city employees. Come join us!

– Eleanor Graham

Thanks to incredible community support, our Crime 
Watch Sign Initiative is making real progress. Last 
month, we purchased 30 signs, installing 29 across key 
intersections in the neighborhood and reserving one as a 
sales prop. Now that visibility is strong, that final sign will 
soon go up — alongside 11 newly purchased signs!

                                              A special shoutout to the Huntley 
                                              Street Group, who pooled funds 
                                              to purchase 3 of those 11 signs.  
                                              All 12 signs are scheduled to be 
                                              installed within the next few 
                                              weeks, strengthening our shared 
                                              neighborhood message: crime is                         
                                              not welcome here.

CRIME WATCH NEIGHBORHOOD SIGNS – MOMENTUM GROWS!
Want to join the effort? It’s not too late. Each sign is just 
$50, and we’re happy to accept partial contributions. 
Your support helps us identify Junius Heights as a 
neighborhood that actively fights back against crime.

How many more do we need? That depends — we’re still 
working with the Streets Department to determine 
where we can legally place signs along the southern and 
eastern borders of our neighborhood.

For more information or to pledge a sign (in whole or in 
part), email JuniusHeightsCrimeWatchers@gmail.com.
Together, we’re making a visible difference!

– Brian Jackson

Our historic Junius Heights columns are getting a long-
overdue scrubbing and mortar repair and replacement, 
starting in October. “All work should be completed in time 
for the holidays,” said Stefan Kesler, who manages capital 
improvement programs for Dallas Park and Recreation. 
The renovation, funded by a $60,000 item approved in 
the 2024 bond election, will not only stabilize the 
columns, but also return them to the “much lighter and 
brighter appearance of the original limestone,” according 
to Kyle Moncrief of Phoenix 1 Restoration and 
Construction, who’s managing the project. Lamp fixtures 
will be cleaned and painted dark green. Phoenix 1 will 

RENOVATION OF ICONIC JUNIUS HEIGHTS COLUMNS BEGINS MID-OCTOBER 
work with Dallas Park and Recreation to replace any 
damaged shrubs planted around the columns by the 
JHHD neighborhood association, led by board member 
and landscaper Barbara Cohen.  

Built in 1909, the 30-foot columns were moved in 1975 
from their original location in the 5900 block of Tremont 
(now the 1500 block of Abrams) to their current location 
in two of the “triangle parks” created by the widening and 
connecting of Abrams and Columbia that began in 1973.

– Martha Heimberg

At the heart of our great neighborhood is the beautiful 
William P. Lipscomb Elementary School, designed by 
architect Herb M. Green of red corduroy brick with white 
stone trim. Built in 1921 at a cost of $200,000, the 
original three-story building had steam heat, twenty 
classrooms, a science room, and a 400-seat auditorium. 
Then Superintendent of DISD Schools J.F. Kimball 
declared Lipscomb “one of the most complete buildings of 
its kind in the state.”

Today, Lipscomb remains a vibrant community center, 
with a strong PTA, academic rating, and even more space 
in the works. The current construction, linking the school 
cafeteria to the main building, will be completed in 
December. All the fresh paint, new lighting, and other 
updates will be ready for kids returning to school in 
January. The new playground, garden, and landscaping

LIPSCOMB ELEMENTARY CONSTRUCTION TO BE COMPLETED IN DECEMBER 
included in the project will be finished by next spring. 
“The new basketball court is already complete,” said 
Michael Karnowski, a Junius Heights architect with two 
boys attending Lipscomb. “All very exciting,” he added.

Following a happy tradition, our JHHD Neighborhood 
Association welcomed back Lipscomb teachers on August 
11, the day before school started, with a chicken sandwich 
lunch. Thanks to board member Robert Humphries who 
coordinated with staff, placed the order, and delivered 
the food to the school cafeteria right before lunchtime! 

Interested in Lipscomb stuff? The PTA website has 
information on upcoming events, playdates and 
volunteer opportunities. Check out LipscombLions.com

– Martha Heimberg
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The stores were built in 1912 as a wooden duplex store, 
each 20’ by 60’ with a shingle roof. There were two single 
story sheds in the back.

The first tenant listed at 5424 Tremont is S. C. Tucker in 
1913 operating the Tremont Pharmacy. This location was 
operated as a pharmacy into the 1920’s. In the 1930’s and 
into the 1940’s it was first Garrett Tailors, then Jones 
Cleaners, then Art Craft Cleaners and in 1951 it was the 
Royal Art Cleaners # 3. After that it was combined with 
5422 Tremont as Ventura’s Grocery and Market.
 
                                       The first tenant listed at 5422 Tremont
                                       is W. M. Clark in 1913 as a grocer. He 
                                       operated from there until 1918.  

                                       Lillard Grocery followed W. M. Clark in
                                       1919 and was there until 1921 when 
                                       Samuel H. Carrington took over until 
                                       1926. Tony Palmer who was born in 
                                       Italy in 1874 and arrived in the US in 
                                       1905 ran the grocery store until his 
                                       death in 1953.

THE HISTORY OF 5422-5424 TREMONT, THE HOME OF THE NEW STREETCAR MURAL

JUNIUS HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT RECEIVES BLOCK GRANT FOR STREETCAR MURAL

You may have noticed the mural being painted at the 
corner of Tremont and Augusta. Junius Heights was 
awarded a Love Your Block mini-grant from the City of 
Dallas. Additional funding to complete the project was 
authorized by the JHHD Board of Directors. 

Junius Heights, now an historic district, is an early 
twentieth-century streetcar community. The mural 
spotlights our heritage. It depicts a map showing the 
original streetcar lines, memorabilia associated with the 
streetcar, and a depiction of the “707 Streetcar” 
manufactured c. 1925. The “707 Streetcar” has special 
significance for Junius Heights. When Dallas stopped 
running streetcars in 1956, most of them clanged their 
way to oblivion and the junkyard. The Junius Heights “707” 
escaped that fate and ended up in the West End Spaghetti 
Warehouse as a curiosity and for extra seating. Its original 
green was painted over with vibrant reds and yellows. 
When Spaghetti Warehouse closed, the streetcar was 
given to the Junius Heights Historic District and lovingly 
removed by JD Middleton and his construction crew. The 
Junius Heights streetcar is now awaiting restoration and 
a permanent home. 

The muse and creator behind this endeavor is long-term 
Junius Heights resident Brian Jackson. Brian Jackson is no 

stranger to the creative arts. When Junius Heights 
became an historic district in 2006, a contest to design 
sign toppers began in earnest. Many great plans were 
submitted and residents voted Brian’s creation as the 
winner. Brian is currently on the JHHD Board and is Chair 
of the Public Safety Committee.

The intersection of Augusta and Tremont has long been 
a center for the community. The current structure has 
sheltered numerous neighborhood stores. It was a 
meeting place and a market center. Mary Carroll and her 
family currently own the property. Mary was the first 
preservationist in Junius Heights. In the 1950s, she saw 
potential in what others deemed an inner-city slum. She 
would buy a property, do quality restoration, rent it out, 
and use the income to purchase, and save, another home. 
In spite of her acute business skills and remarkable 
vision, she has remained an unpretentious person. Many 
residents fondly remember seeing her driving in the 
neighborhood with her small, workhorse red pickup.

On the façade of this building, Brian has installed a sign 
that reads “Mary’s 707 Community Center,” a fitting 
tribute to this remarkable woman.
 
– René Schmidt

Chance Ventura became involved when he married Tony 
Palmer’s daughter, Marie, and took over the business after 
Tony’s death and ran it as Ventura’s Grocery & Market 
into the 1970’s when it became Dickie’s Grocery & Market.

After that it had various owners. It last operated as 
Mike’s Grocery.

The current owners, Mary Carroll and her family, now 
utilize the property for storage.

– Eric Graham

Ventura Grocery & Market Ad
1950 Dallas Morning News

Chance & Marie Ventura

Mike’s Grocery early 2000’s

5422 - 5424 Tremont, Samborn Map 1922 V 3 p 393

Tony Palmer


